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Free Traders, remain, if his Free Trade colleagues thought it necessary to go ?
The answer was that the fact of Mr. Chamberlain's resignation had been disclosed by the Prime Minister to the duke, but withheld from his other colleagues. The duke therefore had stayed in the Cabinet with the knowledge that Mr. Chamberlain was leaving it, and they had resigned in the belief that Mr. Chamberlain was remaining. A fortnight later, when these circumstances had been brought to the duke's knowledge, he too insisted on resigning. In the meantime, Mr. Ritchie's place as Chancellor of the Exchequer had been filled by the appointment of Mr. Chamberlain's son, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, an appointment which gave great satisfaction to the Protectionists and was taken to mean that there was no serious difference between Mr. Balfour and Mr. Joseph Chamberlain.
Mr. Chamberlain s Agitation
Mr. Chamberlain, it turned out, had resigned in order to set himself free to start an independent Protectionist campaign in the country and he was quickly on the war-path. He now went far beyond Imperial Preference, and arraigned the entire Free Trade system. Protection, he now said, was as necessary for British trade as Preference for the British Empire. The great home industries were being battered to death by the assaults of foreign competitors who paid nothing for die privilege of entering our markets. Cotton was going, wool was going, iron and steel were threatened, and it was imperative to arrest the process of decay. With great courage he faced the fact that it would be necessary to tax food in order to give Preferences of any value to the Dominions and endeavoured to beat down the strong instinct or prejudice which put a multitude on the defensive against any measure which increase the cost of living. This proved the principal stum1-' block to the large number of Unionists who were "-*11 advocate tariffs on foreign manufactured good? k to brave the storm aroused by the proposal to nothing daunted Mr. Chamberlain, who energy and supreme organizing skill to i called his " raging and tearing propaganda.
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